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ROTTNEST ISLAND — MARINA 

582. Mr J. NORBERGER to the Minister for Tourism: 
Before I ask my question, I acknowledge the student councillors from Belridge Secondary College, in my 
electorate, who are in the public gallery visiting Parliament. 

I note the advertisement in today’s The West Australian inviting expressions of interest to build a marina on 
Rottnest Island. Can the minister update the house on this initiative? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 
One of the long-term challenges with Rottnest Island has been how to get people over there during the off-
season. Large numbers of people visit during summer, the beautiful time of year, and that is great for businesses, 
but then there is this huge lag time when those businesses have to employ people during the non-preferred time, 
and that makes running a business on Rottnest Island very difficult. We have been working very hard to improve 
facilities on the island for a whole range of people who want to go there, and in a whole range of areas, to make 
sure people go there during the off-season. As part of that, we have done the upgrade to the golf course and we 
hope to get lots of clubs going over during the winter break. We have done walk trails. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Be quiet, you yapper! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bassendean, you are not obliged to talk all the time in this chamber. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: We have worked very hard to improve things such as play areas for children, camping 
facilities, walk trails, electric bikes—a range of things across the island. It has been working; visitor numbers 
have gone up. There was a 7.9 per cent increase over the financial year; a 50 per cent increase in September; 
nearly 30 per cent in May; 36 per cent in June; and 46 per cent in July this year, so that has been successful. 

One of the things we have committed to do as part of the Rottnest Island management plan, which was released 
last year, is to build a new marina. 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: He is still going! 

We have gone out for expressions of interest to build a marina. We have attached some land to it along the 
foreshore for low-level, low-key accommodation to help make it financially viable. One of the requirements is 
that it must be built at no cost to the government and must include a barge landing to move the barge away from 
the main jetty, where all the visitors land. I think it will be extremely successful. There will be about 250 bays, 
but that will depend on the developer. The idea is to provide alternatives for boat owners who want to go. 
Currently, there is a large number of mooring facilities, but there is between a five and a 20-year wait, depending 
on which bay it is, to get onto those moorings. An average punter out there with a small boat, coming from any 
suburb in this state, who wants to go and spend either a day or a week at the island and have access to their boat 
to go around the island, has no access to moorings unless they know someone. None of those little boats has 
tenders to get ashore, so people have to swim ashore from them, or there is an area on the beach where boats can 
be tied up and there are risks for the boat. This project will allow people from all walks of life and from all 
suburbs to visit the island. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: This will allow people with families to go over, have a berth of their own, where their 
families and children and elderly people can get off the boat onto a jetty, take their things with them and enjoy 
a day or a week on the island. This is an excellent program, and we are looking forward to progressing it, and 
I will report back to the house when we get the response to expressions of interest. 
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